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SECRET TEHRAN 4816 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: XGDS 1 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SY, IZ 

SUB: SYRIAN/IRAQI RELATIONS 

REF: (A) BAGHDAD 0597 (B) TEHRAN 8347 OF 1975 

1 . REFTEL (A) BRINGS TO MIND COMMENTS OF IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER 
HOVEYDA MADE IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH ME ON MAY 9 JUST PRIOR 

TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR NEW DELHI. HOVEYDA WAS DISCOURSING ON CONDITIONS 
IN ARAB STATES HE HAD RECENTLY VISITED. SPEAKING FLUENT ARABIC, 
HOVEYDA IS ABLE TO CONVERSE PRIVATELY WITH INDIVIDUALS LIKE 
IRAQI VICE PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN AND SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
KHADDAM. 

2. HOVEYDA CONTENDS THAT NEITHER THE SYRIAN NOR IRAQI LEADERSHIP 
IS PRO-RUSSIAN OR PRO-COMMUNIST. HE IS PERSUADED THAT THE SYRIANS 
ARE TELLING HIM THE TRUTH WHEN THEY CONTEND THAT THE ONLY PLACE 
THEY CAN GET MILITARY EQUIPMENT ON TERMS THEY CAN AFFORD IS FROM 
THE SOVIET UNION AND THAT THEREFORE IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY MAIN- 
TAIN REASONABLE RELATIONS WITH THAT COUNTRY. THE SAME SITUATION DOES 
NOT APPLY TO THE SAME DEGREE IN THE CASE OF IRAQ, BUT SADDAM HUSSEIN 
COMES THROUGH TO HOVEYDA AS AN IRAQI NATIONALIST, A BA'ATHIST, 

WITH NO COMMUNIST SYPATHIES. HAVING MADE THIS POINT, HOVEYDA 
DROPPED HIS VOICE AND SAID, "BUT THOSE SYRIANS AND IRAQIS REALLY 
HATE EACH OTHER*" 
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3. JUDGING FROM COMMENT IN PARA THREE OF REFTEL (-), EFFORTS OF 
IRAQI LEADERSHIP AS FORESHADOWED IN REFTEL (B) HAVE COME TO NOUGHT. 

AT RISK OF MIXING METAPHORS, OIL AND WATER SHOULD MAKE A HOT SUMMER. 
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